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or intuition seems to us to play a very valuable part in the
situation of truth. When we say so, we do not mean that
self evidence by itself is the best substitute for all other
theories of the nature and test of truth, but what we mean
is that self-evidence is involved in some form or other/
wherever we apprehend and evaluate truth. We are of opi-
nion that truth is and ,is never made and for- the apprehen-
sion of truth that is, self-evidence or intuition is the only
organ. The truth of presented data, whatever maybe other
conditions involved in their presentation, is immediately
grasped by an act of intuition. The pragmatist, according to
whom truth is made by conducive fulfilment, cannot escape
the contributions of self-evidence in so far as his very
conative activity presupposes intuitive knowledge or corres-
pondence between his idea and: the object orfact he
effectively deals with. The pragmatist must admit, in spite
of himself, some sort of prior correspondence between his
ideas and objects upon which he directs his conative
activity. Now he cannot account for this incipient corres-
pondence except by an an intuitive knowledge of it.

There is however, a traditional objection against
the theory of self-evidence thai it reduces truth to be some-
thing private and personal. It is urged that a truth may be
self-evident to one but not so to others. It, however,
appears that the objection has arisen from the misunderstan-
ding of the term self-evidence* A truth that is self-evident
does not mean evident to a self. It rather means that it
contains within itself the conditions of its own validity. So
the validity of the self-evident truth is not a private affair
but is imbedded in its very elements, it is not made by any
cogniser of the truth; in fact, validity is never made by a
cognition but is only revealed, as it is there in the object,
by immediate knowledge or intuition. If this is kept clear
in view that self-evidence theory does not make truth
private or personal, we must remember also that what is
self-evident is, as Descartes calls it indubitable, what is
indubitable cannot be subjective and the indubitable char-
acter of truth means that truth has an objective basis. Now
this objective basis can be furnished in some case by